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SPECIFICATION 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BE IT KNOWN that ROBERT J. HICKMAN, a citizen of the United States and a 

5 resident of WILMETTE, ILLINOIS, U.SA. has invented a new 

EASY ON/EASY OFF PILLOW AND BLANKET COVER 

AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 
and does hereby declare that the following is a full, clear and exact description, reference being 

had to the accompanying drawings and to the numerals of reference marked thereon, which form 

1 0 a part of this specification. 
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EASY ON/EASY OFF PILLOW AND BLANKET COVER 
AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 


PRIOR HISTORY 

5 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/458,527 filed 
March 28, 2003. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 

Field of the Invention 

The claimed invention generally relates to ornamental and protective covers for bedding. 
More specifically, the claimed invention relates to an improved cover having structure providing 
1 5 easy insertion and removal for bedding such as pillows and blankets. 

Background 


It is common place practice to place protective or decorative covers such as pillow shams 
20 and duvet covers over bedding articles such as pillows or blankets by creating a pocket between 
two pieces of material having an opening along one seam for placing a bedding article within the 
pocket. Covers of this type are often hard to put into place due to difficulties associated with 
placing an easily deformable item such as a pillow or blanket within a cover made of pliable 
material Further, the opening providing access to the pocket is typically either left open or 
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secured with a fastener such as an eyelet and button arrangement resulting in an unpleasant 
appearance. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,566,410 issued to Schaechter is an example of the prior art relating to 
5 bedding covers. Schaechter discloses a quick sealing pillow cover having a hook and loop 

closure on the inside flaps of the opening along one seam of the pillow cover. Pillow covers of 
this type, as previously mentioned, are difficult to put into place and present unsightly closure 
seams. 

10 U.S. Patent No. 6,427,268 issued to Davis is another example of the prior art relating to 

bedding covers. Davis discloses a unitary pillow sham for covering a plurality of pillows in 
individual pockets within one collective unit. The pillows within the pockets of the sham are 
held in place by overlapping lips within the back face of the pillow sham. Pillow shams of this 
type of construction provide only one aesthetically presentable side due to the unsightly access 

1 5 opening across the middle of one side of the sham. 

In order to address the problem of providing a decorative and protective bedding cover 
that is both easy to put into place and aesthetically pleasing from all sides, the present invention 
provides an. The Easy On/Easy Off Pillow and Blanket Cover as here disclosed differs from the 
20 previously used pillow and bedding covers and employs a number of novel features and 

improvements that render it highly advantageous over the aforementioned prior art, as such 
improvements are hereafter described in further detail. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a primary object of the claimed invention to provide a pillow sham or duvet cover 
with improved access to the pocket within the cover. 

5 

It is another object of the claimed invention to provide a pillow sham or duvet cover that 
has an aesthetically pleasing appearance from all sides. 

It is a further object of the claimed invention to provide a method of making a pillow 
10 sham or duvet cover with improved access to the pocket within the cover while having an 
aesthetically pleasing appearance from all sides. 

The claimed invention provides a bedding cover such as a pillow sham or duvet cover 
that provides improved access to the pocket within the cover as well an aesthetically pleasing 
15 appearance from all sides. A pillow sham or duvet cover embodying the claimed invention 
generally comprises a front panel and a back panel having an access flap with a vertical hidden 
zipper and a horizontal hidden zipper for securing bedding such as a pillow or blanket within the 
pocket of the pillow sham or duvet cover. 

20 The back panel having an access flap capable of being opened along two perpendicular 

seams of the cover provides improved access. A cover of this type can be placed on a flat 
surface such as a bed or table with the access flap facing up. The access flap can be opened 
along the two perpendicular seams allowing the access flap to be folded back so that a bedding 
item such as a pillow or blanket can be placed properly within the pocket of the cover. After the 
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bedding item is placed in the pocket, the access flap can be secured shut with hidden zippers. 
Providing a cover that allows a portion of the cover to be folded away during placement of a 
bedding item within the pocket of the cover eliminates problems in the prior art associated with 
having a single seam opening, such as having to shake the bedding item into place within the 
5 pocket. 

The hidden zippers are generally oriented adjacent a break line or hem line in the cover 
such that the hidden zippers are not readily noticeable, lending to the overall aesthetic 
appearance of the cover. A flap that is created by a hemmed portion of the back panel hides the 
10 zippers from view and provides a side of the cover that can be readily displayed without 
sacrificing the aesthetic appearance of the cover. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 . A perspective view of a pillow inside a pillow cover of the claimed invention. 
5 Figure 2. A cross sectional view of the zippered portions of the pillow cover pocket. 
Figure 3. A cross sectional view of the stitched portions of the pillow cover pocket. 
Figure 4. A perspective view of the front panel and back panel before assembly. 
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Figure 5. A perspective view of the bedding cover after assembly of the front panel and 
back panel. 

Figure 6. A perspective view of another embodiment of the claimed invention where the 
1 5 back panel is partially unzipped from the front panel. 

Figure 7. Another perspective view of the embodiment shown in Figure 4 where the pocket 
of the bedding cover is zipped closed. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Turning now to the drawings, Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a pillow 1 placed 
within a tailored sham 10 embodiment of the pillow cover. The tailored sham 10 generally 
5 comprises a front panel 20 and a back panel 30 having an access flap 40 that creates a pocket 50 
for receiving the pillow 1. The access flap 40 is securable by a hidden vertical zipper 60 and a 
hidden horizontal zipper 70. Preferably, the tailored sham 10 is sized and shaped to receive 
rectangular pillows of various standard sizes. However, it is contemplated as being within the 
scope of the claimed invention that pillow covers and blanket covers of other shapes, sizes, and 
10 styles may be made following the teachings of the claimed invention. 

The front panel 20 and back panel 30 shown in Figures 1-3 are rectangular shaped pieces 
of fabric material having hem portions 80 about the periphery of each of the panels 20, 30. The 
back panel 30 is sized slightly larger than the front panel 20 so that the access flap 40 and hidden 

15 zippers 60, 70 may be sewn into the back panel 30 while still maintaining a proper size 

relationship with the front panel 20. The hem portions 80 are sewn together by a first stitching 
90 about the periphery of the panels 20, 30. Vertical stitching 100 at each end of the sham 10 
and horizontal stitching 1 10 at each side of the sham 10 creates the tailored flange 120 and 
defines the size and shape of the pocket 50 for receiving the pillow 1. In other embodiments of 

20 the invention, such as a ruffled pillow sham (not shown), a ruffled edge may be sewn between 
the front panel 20 and back panel 30 in place of the tailored flange 120. 


The multisided access flap 40 within the back panel 30 is generally sized so that the 
access flap 40 lies within the vertical stitching 100 and horizontal stitching 1 10 to allow access to 
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the pocket 50 surrounded by the tailored flange 120. The access flap 40 is shaped to have a first 
side vertical edge 130 parallel to the vertical stitching 100 and a second side horizontal edge 140 
parallel to the horizontal stitching 1 10 that are securable by zippers 60, 70 beneath the fastener 
hiding flaps 150. 

5 

The fasteners shown in Figures 1 and 2 are illustrated as being zipper type fasteners. 
However, it is contemplated that various types of fasteners such as eyelet and button 
arrangements or hook and loop fastener systems may be used to secure the access flap. The 
vertical and horizontal zippers 60, 70 shown have first portion stationary tapes 160, 170 with 
10 teeth secured between the front panel 20 and the back panel 30 by the vertical and horizontal 
stitching 100, 1 10 and second portion movable tapes 180, 190 with teeth stitched to the vertical 
and horizontal edges 130, 140 of the access flap 40. 


The fastener hiding flaps 150 are created from the back panel 30 by hemming the 
15 opposing edges 200, 210 of the access flap 40 with the vertical and horizontal stitching 100, 1 10 
holding the stationary tapes 160, 170 and forming the tailored flange 120. 


Another embodiment of the bedding cover 300 is shown in Figures 6 and 7 where the 
fasteners 310, 320 are oriented along the perimeter edges of the back panel 330 and front panel 
20 340 providing a first open edge of the pocket 342, a second open edge of the pocket 344, a third 
open edge of the pocket 346 and a fourth open edge of the pocket 348. Figure 7 shows a pair of 
zipper type fasteners 310, 320 being utilized to close the pocket 350 between the front panel 340 
and back panel 330. The hemmed edges 360, 370 of the front panel 340 and back panel 330 are 
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stitched adjacent the stationary 380 and movable 390 tapes of the zippers 310, 320 as shown in 
Figure 2 so that the zippers 310, 320 are hidden when in a zipped position. 

The claimed invention also provides a new method of making the pillow sham or duvet 
5 cover 10 as shown in Figures 4 and 5 with improved access to the pocket 50 within the cover 10 
while having an aesthetically pleasing appearance from all sides. The method comprises the steps 
of cutting a front panel 20 of a particular desired size and shape to cover a bedding article 1 . A 
back panel 30 is cut larger than the front panel 20 to provide a pocket 50 for the bedding article 1 
between the front panel 20 and back panel 30. A multisided access flap 40 is cut within the back 
10 panel 30 to provide access to the pocket 50 as shown in Figure 4. The cutting of the access flap 
40 makes a corresponding hiding flap 150 adjacent the access flap 40. 

After the front panel 20 and back panel 30 have been cut, the perimeter edges of the front 
panel 20 and perimeter edges of the back panel 30 are hemmed while simultaneously stitching 

15 the front panel 20 and back panel 30 together to provide the pocket 50 as shown in Figures 2 and 
3. The fastener 60, 70 is then stitched into the cover 10 for closing the access panel 40 after the 
bedding article 1 has been placed in the pocket 50. The stationary fastener stitching 100 also 
defines a portion of the pocket 50 and the flange 120 adjacent the pocket 50. Another stitching 
110 simultaneously defines another portion of the pocket 50 and another portion of the flange 

20 120 as shown in Figure 5. 

Although the invention has been described by reference to some embodiments it is not 
intended that the novel device be limited thereby, but that modifications thereof are intended to 
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be included as falling within the broad scope and spirit of the foregoing disclosure and the 
appended drawings. 
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